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This evidence synthesis is part of a Gypsy, Roma and Traveller health and wellbeing needs assessment led by Friends, Families and Travellers (FFT) that uses a participatory action research approach, qualitative methods and co-production working with researcher partners at the Institute of Development Studies and the BHCC Public Health team. This needs assessment has been funded by Brighton and Hove City Council Public Health team”

This synthesis matrix is a way of presenting a large amount of information in an accessible way. It is set out to show publications considered to be of primary importance using topic headings relating to Gypsy, Roma and Traveller health. It comprises selected results from an evidence search, in preparation for health needs assessment research. The matrix includes a combination of academic research studies and grey literature in the form of reports and governmental publications. 

The acronym Gypsy, Roma and Traveller refers to different ethnic groups and cultures and is in this report as shorthand for reasons of abbreviation and readability only. The matrix is best viewed on screen. To close the white space gap between the pages, double-click on the horizontal grey bar between the pages.
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	2023
	Gypsy and Irish Traveller populations, England and Wales: Census 2021. Office for National Statistics (ONS), 2023
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/ethnicity/articles/gypsyoririshtravellerpopulationsenglandandwales/census2021

	Exploring the outcomes for Gypsy or Irish Traveller populations compared with the usual resident population of England and Wales using Census 2021 data.

	Analysis
	Main points
· 71,440 people identified as Gypsy or Irish Traveller through a tick-box or write-in response in Census 2021 (0.12% of the usual resident population of England and Wales).
· Semi-detached properties were the most common accommodation type for those who identified as Gypsy or Irish Traveller who lived in households (28.3%), followed by caravan or other mobile or temporary structure (21.6%) (compared with 34.0% and 0.3%, respectively, for the England and Wales population).
· Poorer health was reported across all age groups and in both sexes among people who identified as Gypsy or Irish Traveller, compared with the England and Wales population.
· Elementary occupations and skilled trades were the most common job types held by employed people who identified as Gypsy or Irish Traveller, at 24.6% and 18.2%, respectively.
· 56.8% of those who identified as Gypsy or Irish Traveller had no qualifications, compared with 18.2% of the England and Wales population.





	2022
	Ethnicity facts and figures: Gypsy, Roma and Irish Traveller ethnic group. Race Disparity Unit, 2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ethnicity-facts-and-figures-gypsy-roma-and-irish-traveller-ethnic-group

	An overview of facts and figures about people from the Gypsy, Roma and Irish Traveller ethnic groups, and a discussion of data quality issues.

	Summary
	Summary of statistics about people from the Gypsy, Roma and Irish Traveller ethnic groups living in England and Wales.


	2019
	Gypsies and Travellers.
House of Commons Library, 2019
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/CBP-8083/CBP-8083.pdf

	Provides an overview of the key issues and policies relating to Gypsy and Traveller communities in England.
	Research briefing
	Contents:
· Who are Gypsies and Travellers?
· Inequalities experienced by Gypsies and Travellers.
· Racial discrimination.
· Hate crime.
· Accommodation.
· Planning.
· Unauthorised encampments and developments.
· Health.
· Education.
· Employment and training.
· Benefits and tax credits.
· Criminal justice system.


	2022
	Gypsies and Travellers in England and Wales: lived experiences. Office for National Statistics (ONS), 2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/gypsiesandtravellersinenglandandwaleslivedexperiences

	Qualitative research into the lived experiences of Gypsy and Traveller communities across England and Wales. 
	Qualitative study
	Detailed exploration of cultural identity and experiences both generally and with regards to key policy themes such as homes, health, education and employment, and justice.
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	2023
	A national framework for NHS – action on inclusion health.
NHS England, 2023
https://www.england.nhs.uk/long-read/a-national-framework-for-nhs-action-on-inclusion-health/



	A framework to plan, develop and improve health services to meet the needs of people in inclusion health groups.
	Guidance
	Principles for action on inclusion:
· Commit to action on inclusion health: Ensure the ICB has a named lead for inclusion health to ensure ICP strategies and ICB plans tackle inequalities of access, experience and outcomes for people in inclusion health groups.
· Understand the characteristics and needs of people in inclusion health groups: Proactively improve data and insights on the needs of people in inclusion health in your population. Use this to drive improvement.
· Develop the workforce for inclusion health: Develop the workforce so all staff understand inclusion health and trauma-informed practice. Develop specialists in inclusion. Support employment of people in inclusion groups as NHS anchor organisations.
· Deliver integrated and accessible services for inclusion health: Use best practice to commission sufficient specialist services for inclusion health groups. Raise the quality of all services to ensure equitable access, experience and outcomes for all.
· Demonstrate impact and improvement through action on inclusion health: Evaluate the impact of changes made. Ensure people with lived experience inform improvement and evaluation.

	2022
	Gypsies’ and Travellers' lived experiences, health, England and Wales: 2022.
Office for National Statistics (ONS), 2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/healthcaresystem/bulletins/gypsiesandtravellerslivedexperienceshealthenglandandwales/2022


	Qualitative research exploring the lived experiences of Gypsy and Traveller communities, relating to health.
	Qualitative study
	Main points
· Participants described experiencing a range of health conditions, which, coupled with delayed healthcare seeking and perceived barriers to accessing healthcare, could create vulnerability to negative health outcomes among Gypsies and Travellers.
· Participants described environmental factors, such as site locations and living conditions as well as occupational hazards that they felt were linked to the health conditions they experienced.
· Challenges were described in registering with a GP surgery without a fixed address, particularly among those living in Gypsy and Traveller sites or roadside.
· Delayed access to healthcare could result in delayed diagnoses and treatment, and could undermine access to screening and preventative care, with potential negative health consequences.
· Experiences of perceived discrimination and derogatory attitudes of healthcare providers could further undermine access to healthcare, as participants had concerns about the likelihood of receiving help and feared facing negative judgement or discrimination.
· Familiarity, understanding and open communication with trusted health practitioners appeared to support access to and engagement with healthcare.


	2020
	How to tackle health inequalities in Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities: A guide for health and care services. Friends, Families and Travellers (FFT), 2020
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/SS00-Health-inequalities_FINAL.pdf

	This report offers practical solutions to inequalities faced by GRT communities.
	Report
	The research found that most of the Joint Strategic Needs Assessments, Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategies and Suicide Prevention Plans contain no mention of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities. Even fewer identify any positive actions to tackle the health inequalities faced by these communities.

	2022
	Health inequalities experienced by Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities. Friends, Families and Travellers (FFT), 2022
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Briefing_Health-inequalities-experienced-by-Gypsies-and-Travellers-in-England.pdf


	The reasons for Romany Gypsy, Roma and Irish Traveller communities’ poor health outcomes include the impact of discrimination and stigmatisation, the complicated nature of health systems and the effects of wider social determinants of health.
	Briefing summary
	Key inequalities: 
• Romany and Traveller people face life expectancies between ten and 25 years shorter than the general population.
• Romany and Traveller people experience significantly higher prevalence of long-term illness, health problems or disabilities, which limit daily activities or work.
• The health of a Romany or Traveller person in their 60s is comparable to an average White British person in their 80s.
• An All-Ireland study found that suicide prevalence is six times higher for Irish Traveller women than women in the general population, and seven times higher for Traveller men.
• 60% of Roma Support Group’s migrant Roma beneficiaries are reported to have poor physical health, with 43% of Roma beneficiaries of the above reported to suffer from poor mental health.

Key issues: 
· Chronic exclusion across the wider determinants of health. 
· Invisibility in mainstream datasets, meaning needs aren’t identified within services. 
· Lack of trust in services because of fear of and experiences of discrimination. 
· Wrongful registration refusal in primary care. 
· Digital exclusion and lack of accessible information. 
· Inequalities in access to healthcare waiting lists for nomadic populations. 
· Inequalities in mental health and access to mental healthcare. 
· A failure within services to account for premature onset of typically age-related conditions.


	2019
	Tackling inequalities faced by Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities.
Women and Equalities Committee. UK Parliament, 2019
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmwomeq/360/360.pdf

	This comprehensive report explores inequalities faced by Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities.
	Report
	Conclusions and recommendations:
While the number of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people in the UK may be small compared to other ethnic groups, the Government’s commitment to race equality must reach even the most disenfranchised. The recommendations in this report, while focused on the communities we have spoken to, may also provide solutions to inequalities found in other groups. This report offers recommendations in these categories (too many to go into detail here): Government policy -history and current practice; Data gaps and how to deal with them; Education; Healthcare; Roma-specific issues; Discrimination and hate crime; and Violence against women and girls.


	2023
	Roma health guide.
Roma Support Group, 2023
https://www.romasupportgroup.org.uk/roma-health-guide.html

	Roma Support Group developed this guide to help health and care professionals better understand health inequalities and barriers to accessing healthcare for the Roma community in the UK, and to take action to improve services and build a relationship with the community. 

	Guidance
	The guide provides actionable suggestions for good practice, developed with partners in the Health and Wellbeing Alliance, and focuses on practical action for frontline health practitioners, team leaders and commissioners working with Roma communities.
The guide covers system, language, and cultural barriers to healthcare for the Roma community. It looks at vulnerable groups with common health problems, including chronic illness or disability, lifestyle related illnesses and hypertension, cancer, mental health, immunisation, maternity services, children and young people, rough sleepers and homeless community members, and includes case studies.


	2022
	Improving Roma health: a guide for health and care professionals.
Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (OHID), 2022
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/improving-roma-health-a-guide-for-health-and-care-professionals

	Supporting health and care professionals to improve services by better understanding the health outcomes that some people in the Roma community face.
	Guidance
	This guidance describes the barriers in accessing healthcare and its effects on Roma people’s health. It goes on to advise on taking action to support people from Roma communities and working with other services to support Roma people, and commissioning services that include Roma people.




	2021
	Locked out: A snapshot of access to General Practice for nomadic communities during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Mattey Mitchell, Josie Garrett. Friends Families and Travellers (FFT), 2021
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/resource/locked-out-a-snapshot-of-access-to-general-practice-for-nomadic-communities-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/

	During the COVID-19 pandemic, our casework team learnt of a shift towards digital-first processes for registration resulted in additional barriers to care. To gain an understanding of access to primary healthcare in this context, we ‘mystery shopped’ 100 GPs in England between March and April 2021.
	Original research
	Key Findings 
Out of 100 GP surgeries contacted: 
• 74 GP surgeries broke NHS England guidance and refused to register our mystery shopper because they were unable to provide proof of identity, proof of fixed address, register online or another reason. 
• 17 GP surgeries did not answer the phone despite receiving phone calls on three different dates and times from our mystery shopper. 
• 2 GP surgeries who otherwise agreed to register our mystery shopper refused to give help with form filling. This means that for patients experiencing multiple disadvantage, with no address, no identification and low or no literacy leading to digital exclusion, only 6 out of the 100 GP surgeries would have allowed them to register. This means that inequalities in registration for people living nomadically has significantly worsened since our last report in 2019.





	2018
	Gypsy, Roma and Traveller access to and engagement with health services: a systematic review. McFadden, A., Siebelt, L., Gavine, A., Atkin, K., Bell, K., Innes, N., Jones, H., Jackson, C., Haggi, H., & MacGillivray, S. (2018). European journal of public health, 28(1), 74–81. https://doi.org/10.1093/eurpub/ckx226

	This review addressed the question of how Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people access healthcare and what are the best ways to enhance their engagement with health services.
	Systematic review
	This review provides evidence that Gypsy, Roma and Traveller populations across Europe struggle to exercise their right to healthcare on account of multiple barriers; and related to other determinants of disadvantage such as low literacy levels and experiences of discrimination. Some promising strategies to overcome barriers were reported but the evidence is weak.

	2021
	Access to Health Care for Travelling Communities in the East of England. Burrows, S. Green, G. Speed, E. Thompson, C., NIHR Evidence, 2021
https://arc-eoe.nihr.ac.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/files/Access%20to%20Health%20Care%20for%20Travelling%20Communities%20in%20the%20East%20of%20England%20September%20Update%202021_0.pdf

	This extensive user-led engagement project investigating access to healthcare, worked directly with different sectors of Travelling communities in the East of England. The communities represented identify as English Romany, Gypsy, Roma, or Irish Traveller. 

	Original research
	Responses about health needs and priorities show there are pockets of good practice but the relationship between Travelling communities and health providers continues to be characterised by poor communication and misunderstanding, including limited staff cultural competency and limited skill in ensuring patients understand. The COVID-19 pandemic meant increased digital forms of health care which adds barriers to access. There remains a sense of fear and distrust in the system.





	2019
	Enhancing Gypsy, Roma and Traveller peoples’ trust: using maternity and early years’ health services and dental health services as exemplars of mainstream service provision.
Alison McFadden, Lindsay Siebelt, Cath Jackson, Helen Jones, Nicola Innes, Stephen MacGillivray, Kerry Bell, Belen Corbacho, Anna Gavine, Haggi Michael Haggi, Karl Atkin. University of Dundee, 2019
https://discovery.dundee.ac.uk/ws/portalfiles/portal/29156227/McFadden_et_al_GRT_Trust_and_Engagement_Final_report_140918.pdf

	This multi-component study aimed to strengthen evidence on how to improve uptake and delivery of health services and thereby reduce health inequalities for GRT.
	Original research
	Results show: GRT people have good and bad experiences of health care. Many children had problems with their teeth, and some had difficulty finding a GP or a dentist who will accept them in their surgeries. It can be difficult for GRT people to trust health services because of bad experiences they, their families or friends have had. Ways that health services can improve trust and engagement with Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people: 1. Make it easier to register with GP surgeries and dentists and be less strict when people miss or are late for their appointments 2. Health services should treat everyone, no matter what their background, with respect and kindness 3. Make it easier for people to see the same health professional each time they need care, so that they can get to know and trust each other 4. Make it easier for people to get health care when they need it e.g. walk-in services, and to have several problems and several family members dealt with at the same time 5. Health services should work together with community organisations who understand Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people 6. Provide enough funding so that new ways of providing health care for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people can be tried for several years to see if they work.





	2023
	How we can improve healthcare for Gypsy, Roma, Traveller, Boater, and Showmen communities living outside the system.
Kirit Sehmbi, Amardeep Kamboz. BMJ, 2023
https://www.bmj.com/content/383/bmj.p2487

	In London, over 44 000 people from the Gypsy, Roma, Traveller, Boater, and Showmen communities live in precarious conditions. They live in a cycle of distrust and disengagement with healthcare services that local authorities consistently struggle to break. People from these communities face many barriers to accessing healthcare services, leading to many going unseen by the NHS and leaving their healthcare needs unmet.
	Report
	The complex and overlapping vulnerabilities that affect people from these communities mean that an holistic approach to health and wellbeing should be adopted when designing services. Referral processes between services including healthcare, immigration, legal, housing, welfare, modern slavery, and safeguarding must be strong. Without such interconnected systems, tackling the social determinants of ill health and wellbeing in these communities will remain difficult, and the burden of complex and overlapping needs risks falling to a singular service to support.

Services must be tailored to respond to the specific needs of people from Gypsy, Roma, Traveller, Boater, and Showmen communities. Commissioners and health professionals working to improve healthcare in these communities must remove access barriers and break a perpetual cycle of distrust and disengagement.

	2020
	Reducing Health Inequalities for People Living with Frailty: A resource for commissioners, service providers and health, care and support staff.
Josie Garrett, Sam Worrall and Sarah Sweeney. Friends, Families and Travellers (FFT), 2020
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/health_ineq_final.pdf
	This resource explores how we can work together to reduce health inequalities for people living with frailty.
	Guidance
	There is evidence of high rates of premature frailty amongst people experiencing multiple exclusion but, as frailty is usually associated with older age, there is often a lack of recognition of the prevalence of this state in people who are younger. The aim of this project is to share how services have successfully overcome barriers to healthcare for people from Gypsy and Traveller communities and other vulnerable groups. 

	2017
	How practices can facilitate access for the gypsy traveller community. 
Walshaw, E. G., Ireland, A. British dental journal, 2017
https://www.nature.com/articles/sj.bdj.2017.877

	General dental practitioners can facilitate better oral health within the community by improving access.
	Best practice
	Dental practitioners have a duty to provide care to our local communities, of which the gypsy travellers are a part. Through a different approach, encouragement and increased engagement we can help to reduce reluctance to seek dental care. The adoption of simple measures by practices can facilitate access and help ensure future generations of gypsies and travellers benefit from the increased quality of life that good oral health can provide.
Key Points
· Provides dental professionals with more awareness about the traveller community.
· Provides tips on how to communicate and treat this community more effectively in a primary care setting.
· Highlights health inequalities in the traveller community and discusses reasons why these exist.
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	2023
	Working in partnership with people and communities: statutory guidance. NHS England, 2023
https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/working-in-partnership-with-people-and-communities-statutory-guidance/


	This guidance is for integrated care boards, NHS trusts, foundation trusts and NHS England. It supports effective partnership working with people and communities to improve services and meet the public involvement legal duties.

	Statutary guidance

	· Guidance on working with people and communities: this sets out how the guidance should be used; the main legal duties; reasons for working with people and communities; and the leadership needed to realise these benefits. It gives 10 principles to follow to build effective partnerships with people and communities.
· Annex A gives the detail on putting it into practice. It describes the approaches to take for different contexts and how organisations can work together to create genuine and authentic relationships with local communities.
· Annex B explains the public involvement legal duties in more detail and organisations’ responsibilities for working with people and communities.





	2019
	Engaging Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller Communities in Research: Maximizing Opportunities and Overcoming Challenges. 
Condon, L., Bedford, H., Ireland, L., Kerr, S., Mytton, J., Richardson, Z., & Jackson, C. Qualitative health research
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/1049732318813558
	The management of public involvement and community engagement in this U.K.-based project provides insights into conducting research effectively with ethnically and linguistically diverse communities, often considered to be “hard to reach.”
	Best practice
	Relationships of trust with gatekeepers and researchers are a prerequisite of engaging marginalized communities in research. This study adds to knowledge of engaging culturally and linguistically diverse ethnic minority groups in research, an area which is currently under researched. It has raised new issues such as how voice can be denied or granted within Gypsy/Traveller communities and the power differentials between Roma participants and interpreters who share the same nationality but not ethnicity. It has highlighted the tightrope walked by gatekeepers who must balance “keeping faith” with their own ethnic group (and other subgroups), with facilitating access for researchers. It has confirmed that strategies such as adopting a nonthreatening and respectful approach, ensuring that recruitment materials are accessible to participants, conducting interviews in familiar places and offering a “thank you” voucher contribute to effective engagement. When engaging with vulnerable and disadvantaged populations, high levels of resilience and flexibility are required of researchers, and there is a high likelihood of strategic readjustment being needed during the project. Such issues need to be considered when planning a study with “hard to reach” groups, and it is essential that the additional time and costs associated with engagement of the most marginalized are included in the budget and justified to commissioners of research.


	2020
	A community approach to engaging Gypsy and Travellers in cancer services. Smith, D., Newton, P., Berlin, J., & Barrett, S. (2020). Health promotion international, 35(5), 1094–1105. https://doi.org/10.1093/heapro/daz103

	Previous research addresses Gypsies' and Travellers' cancer-related beliefs, experiences and practices as part of wider studies but this is the first study in the UK to specifically focus on cancer. 

	Original research
	Findings show:
Health beliefs and practices are shaped by historical and contemporary social processes and the marginal position of Gypsies and Travellers in the UK society can result in a preference for seeking information and support from within the community. 


	2020
	Responding to measles outbreaks in underserved Roma and Romanian populations in England: the critical role of community understanding and engagement. Bell, S., Saliba, V., Evans, G., Flanagan, S., Ghebrehewet, S., McAuslane, H., Sibal, B., & Mounier-Jack, S. (2020). Epidemiology and infection, 148, e138. https://doi.org/10.1017/S0950268820000874

	This study looked at the effectiveness of outbreak responses and efforts to promote vaccination uptake amongst Romanian and Romanian Roma communities in three English cities: Birmingham, Leeds and Liverpool.
	Qualitative study
	Findings show:
Effective engagement was found to be compromised by cuts to public health spending and services for underserved communities. To increase uptake in under-vaccinated communities, local knowledge and engagement are vital to build trust and relationships. Local partners must work proactively to identify, understand and build connections with communities.




	2017
	Public health interventions targeting excluded groups: trust as a key factor for success: Natalie Forster.
N Forster, M Lhussier, S Dalkin, P Hodgson, S Carr. European Journal of Public Health
https://academic.oup.com/eurpub/article/27/suppl_3/ckx186.081/4555705

	This research explores how, for whom and in what circumstances outreach works, to provide guidance for policy makers, commissioners and practitioners seeking to design and implement outreach interventions for Traveller Communities.

	Summary
	Outreach programmes need to carefully consider entry points into a community, and the potential and realistic impacts of an intervention in the short, medium and long term.
Key messages:
· This research contributes to the theoretical development of how and in what circumstances outreach interventions are successful in engaging Traveller Communities.
· The place of outreach workers within the social networks of Traveller Communities influences the resources that can be offered by outreach interventions and the level of engagement they trigger.





	2022
	Reducing lifestyle risk behaviours in disadvantaged groups in high-income countries: A scoping review of systematic reviews.
South, E., Rodgers, M., Wright, K., Whitehead, M., & Sowden, A. Preventive medicine, 2022
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0091743521004898

	Included systematic reviews that reported behavioural outcomes and targeted smoking, excessive alcohol use, unhealthy diet, or physical inactivity in groups with the following characteristics: low income or low socio-economic status (SES), unemployed people, homeless people, care leavers, prisoners, refugees or asylum seeker, Gypsies, Travellers, or Roma, people with learning disabilities and people living in disadvantaged areas.
	Review of systematic reviews
	This scoping review has identified many systematic reviews addressing four key risk behaviours in disadvantaged groups. We also found gaps in the evidence base where new systematic reviews could make a useful contribution. This includes systematic reviews of Gypsy, Traveller and Roma communities, care leavers, and refugees and asylum seekers. There is a need to identify the major barriers faced by these groups as well as the challenges faced by those trying to develop appropriate interventions. An in-depth review of qualitative studies and grey literature might identify accounts of failed attempts to develop or implement interventions that could inform the development and piloting of new approaches.
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	2023
	Health Needs Analysis of People Living in Vehicles in Bristol.
Kate Cooke. Bristol City Council, Public Health, 2023
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/files/documents/6665-health-needs-assessment-people-living-in-vehicles-bristol/file

	The multi-agency working group established in Bristol to provide a strategic lead on ‘vehicles dwellers’ estimates there are 600-800 people living in vehicles in Bristol.
	Original research
	Findings show:
· There is a lack of access to basic sanitation, including toilet facilities and water in which to wash. This could be addressed to reduce the risk of infectious disease – symptoms of which were reported.
· A higher risk of respiratory conditions was identified due to very high levels of smoking and the use of solid fuel. Risk can be reduced through advice and support.
· People living in vehicles report being victims of crime and experiencing stigma and discrimination. Models of good practice to reduce stigma and discrimination towards other marginalised groups can be explored to address this.
· The use of postal invitations, e.g., to cervical screening, can exclude this population. Drop-in appointments and text invitations would improve access.
· Further research is needed into the levels of substance use and associated harms amongst people living in vehicles in Bristol. Evidence suggests that wider distribution of naloxone along with advice and training will save lives.
· An evaluation of meanwhile sites could be carried out to assess their effectiveness as a health intervention.
· Some people living in vehicles meet the definition of homelessness and can be considered as part of work to end rough sleeping.


	2023
	In Fair Health? A Pilot Study of the Health and Wellbeing Status of Travelling Showpeople in Two Locales. 
Greenfields, Margaret; Chadwick, Sheldon; Smith, David; Sophie, Coker. Anglia Ruskin University, 2023
https://aru.figshare.com/articles/report/In_Fair_Health_A_Pilot_Study_of_the_Health_and_Wellbeing_Status_of_Travelling_Showpeople_in_Two_Locales/24321676/2

	Aim: To ascertain the health status, needs, trends, barriers, and solutions to accessible, effective, culturally competent health care for members of the Showmen community.
	Co-production qualitative report 
	Practice recommendations and conclusions: 
· Health literacy materials with a range of multi-media approaches, and training for health professionals on the specific health needs and experiences of Showmen should be co-developed, co-designed and delivered by or in partnership with Showmen community members. 
· ICBs and commissioners should engage with the Showmen’s Guild and the Showmen’s Mental Health Awareness Trust around issues of service delivery, training, and access to mental health first aid training for Showman communities.
· There is a need to include Showmen within the NHS data dictionary which has wide-spread support amongst both the community and health professionals.
· GDPR compliant accessible data sharing of medical records across networks of practices who are familiar with working with Showmen, particularly when located near to traditional Fairgrounds, should be undertaken. 
· Raising awareness of occupational pressure for the Showman community and how it impacts on health-seeking behaviours when away from their home base, is required at a national level. 
· Fast-track access, e.g., linked to the Safe Surgeries network, or exploring scope for ‘out of hours’ appointments, for health concerns which arise when travelling. 
· Access to prescriptions and medication while travelling or sharing of records with health professionals consulted as temporary patients, have proved to be a major challenge for both health professionals and Showmen. Sending prescriptions to pharmacies where a fair is located, and online or phone follow-up consultations while travelling.


	2023
	Wakefield District Gypsy and Traveller Health Needs Assessment. Leeds GATE,
Wakefield Council, 2023
https://www.wakefieldjsna.co.uk/population-2/gypsy-and-traveller-health-needs-assessment/


	This HNA aimed to collect data to facilitate improved understanding of the health and wellbeing issues affecting the local Wakefield Gypsy and Traveller community, and to subsequently inform recommendations for change.
	Original research
	Findings show:
A variety of deep rooted and interconnected issues affect the health and wellbeing of the Wakefield Gypsy and Traveller community. Within the report, findings are broadly categorised into four areas – health, accommodation, wider determinants of health, support and services.
Recommendations:
· Senior leadership of the health needs assessment recommendations.
· Improvements to the living conditions on the Heath Common Traveller Site.
· Improve access to services for children and young people, and maternity services.
· Educational opportunities for 0-19 to be increased for Gypsies and Travellers.
· Address hate crime and discrimination and increase opportunities for the celebration of Gypsy and Traveller culture.
· Improve the capacity across all systems (e.g. health and social care, police, housing etc.) to respond to the health and wellbeing needs of Gypsies and Travellers.
· Improve mental health and wellbeing outcomes for Gypsies and Travellers.
· Support Gypsies and Travellers facing structural housing barriers and high cost of living.
· Engagement and support for roadside families.
· Carer support.


	2019
	Health Needs Assessment for Gypsy, Traveller and Boater Populations Living in Wiltshire. Wiltshire Council, 2019
https://www.wiltshireintelligence.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Appendix-2-Gypsy-Traveller-and-Boater-Health-Needs-Assessment-2019.pdf

	This is the first time a HNA has been done to explore the issues experienced by Gypsy, Traveller and Boater populations in Wiltshire. This assessment provides a snapshot of the current intelligence we have around these communities.
	Original research
	There are five broad themes for recommendations.
· Improve awareness and understanding of Gypsy, Roma, Traveller needs: A key area of need is the improvement in trust and understanding between GRT communities and the professional agencies required to promote and maintain better health. Improving cultural awareness amongst professionals should promote better working practices and could help reduced discrimination. 
· Support and promote close working relationship with the GRT and Boater community: A recurring theme has been the importance of close working relationship between trusted professionals and community members. There are good examples of this working within the county (e.g. Health Trainers in North Wiltshire). Where such relationships already exist, they should be supported and promoted to maximise their use for GRT community members in reducing health inequality. There is evidence that maternal, perinatal and childhood health programmes are the most well-received and have best working relationships between healthcare professionals and GRT community members. These areas to be used as pathways to introduce broader general health advice (e.g. smoking cessation, healthy eating) into the dialogue between community members and professionals.
· Promote community-driven enablement: Actions should be taken to promote GRT community self-enablement by improving community representation in related groups Using the Local Area Co-ordination model the GRT and Boater community could be assisted and supported in helping other members of the community to access and navigate the local healthcare system. Supporting carers and those being cared for should be a key consideration working with the community.
· Improve data collation and data sharing: Qualitative work to assist planning and commissioning of current services should be undertaken (e.g. detailed health needs survey) to better describe the current needs of the GRT community and the Boater community. Maternity, Health Visitors programmes, NHS Health Checks should ensure a consistent and comprehensive approach to gathering data highlighting vulnerable and underserved groups, such as the Gypsy and Traveller community.
· Respond to national policy changes and local survey results: There should be strategic alignment in all healthcare-related organisations with the NHS Long Term plan to ensure continued work on reducing health inequalities across the healthcare economy.


	2023
	Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Health Needs Assessment. Kent County Council, 2023.
https://democracy.kent.gov.uk/documents/s118127/Gypsy%20Roma%20Traveller%20HNA%20Report.pdf




	An update on 2015 HNA. A mixed methods approach was used to describe the scale of health needs faced by GRT communities in Kent. 
	Original research
	This report highlights the significant health inequalities faced by Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller groups across Kent which are in line with what is known about the health needs of these communities nationally. These health inequalities result from longstanding inequalities in the wider determinants of health as well as inequities in access to preventative, screening, and treatment services. These are exacerbated by experiences of stigma and discrimination faced by these communities. Additionally, levels of health literacy, cultural and health beliefs shape the way community members view the need for services. It is important for culturally competent services to build trust to address needs.
Recommendations: 
 Instigating and monitoring Gypsy, Roma and Traveller ethnicity reporting in health, social care and Voluntary Community Social Enterprise (VCSE) services across Kent. 
 Using policy levers and system leadership to develop a system-wide approach to addressing health needs. 
 Increasing more joined up working between services and co-design with service users. 
 Investing in developing trust and culturally competent services. 
 Addressing health and mental health literacy through accessible information sources, peer support and adult education. 
 Training trusted individuals in Making Every Contact Count (MECC) to support healthy lifestyles and uptake of preventative services. 
 Identifying primary care champions, developing communities of practice and promoting inclusion health audits. 
 Developing innovative solutions to support those living nomadic lifestyles attend screening and routine appointments. 
 Investing in and training of community members to increase employment opportunities. 
 Developing granular understanding of community needs though furthered in-depth research with community members.
· Next steps will be to undertake qualitative interviews with Gypsy, Roma and Traveller community members to sense-check these HNA findings and gain insights into and decide priorities dependant on community-expressed need.





	2021
	The experiences of socially vulnerable groups in England during the COVID-19 pandemic: A rapid health needs assessment.
Stevens, A. J., Ray, A. M., Thirunavukarasu, A., Johnson, E., Jones, L., Miller, A., & Elston, J. W. T. Public health in practice, 2021
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2666535221001178

	This rapid HNA was undertaken to identify the needs of socially vulnerable groups arising during the first wave of cases of the COVID-19 pandemic in England. The objective was to develop recommendations for policy makers and stakeholders to mitigate adverse impacts on socially vulnerable groups throughout the pandemic response and recovery period.
	Original research
	Highlights
· COVID-19 has exacerbated health inequalities experienced by socially vulnerable groups.
· Participatory qualitative methods were used to collect data about lived experience.
· Digital exclusion, language and accommodation created barriers to following guidance.
· GP registration, NHS charging, fear and digital exclusion are barriers to healthcare.
· COVID-19 resulted in financial hardship and destitution for many vulnerable groups.
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	2022
	Gypsies’ and Travellers’ lived experiences, culture and identities, England and Wales: 2022.
Office for National Statistics (ONS), 2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/culturalidentity/ethnicity/bulletins/gypsiesandtravellerslivedexperiencescultureandidentityenglandandwales/2022

	Qualitative research exploring the lived experiences of Gypsy and Traveller communities, relating to culture and identities.























	Qualitative study
	Main points
· Participants’ accounts portray considerable variation in the individual preference for a nomadic lifestyle, which impacts personal circumstances such as access to services, employment and family relationships.
· Close relationships with family were recurrently described as fundamental to Gypsy and Traveller values and well-being, but a move away from traditional lifestyles and, with this, greater separation from family, was felt to be occurring.
· Diverse views were expressed on gender roles, with some stepping outside of what were seen as traditional gender roles among Gypsies and Travellers, and emphasising the importance of education for young women, while others valued arrangements described as traditional among Gypsies and Travellers, such as men being the primary breadwinners, while women are responsible for care of family members and the home, with their work outside the home flexing around these roles.
· A range of experiences and relationships were described regarding non-travelling communities; some felt comfortable and accepted while others described past negative interactions resulting in wariness of the settled community and a preference for socialising with other Gypsies and Travellers.
· As well as a sense of loss associated with an evolving culture, some participants focused on new opportunities for themselves and the next generation, embracing new ideas and values, for example, in relation to education, housing, healthcare and gender roles.
· Running through participants’ accounts were experiences of perceived prejudice and hostility in many aspects of life, which influenced decisions about whether to disclose or avoid revealing their Gypsy or Traveller identity with employers, educators and non-travelling people; in some cases, the choice was removed and they were “outed” either directly by others or indirectly by their accent, address or surname.
· Throughout discussions about sharing their identity, participants recurrently expressed a desire to be recognised as an individual, not based on preconceived ideas about their ethnic group.





	2018
	Digital Exclusion in Gypsy and Traveller communities in the United Kingdom. Joe Scadding, Sarah Sweeney, Friends, Families and Travellers (FFT), 2018
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Digital-Inclusion-in-Gypsy-and-Traveller-communities-FINAL-1.pdf


	Digital technology can act to worsen the inequalities experienced by some groups. We interviewed 50 people from Gypsy and Traveller communities across the UK to find out the extent of digital inclusion and identify barriers for Gypsy and Traveller communities in digital participation.
	Original research
	Key Findings
• One in five Gypsy and Traveller participants had never used the internet, compared to one in ten members of the general population. 
• Over half of Gypsy and Traveller participants said that they did not feel confident using digital technology by themselves. 
• Only two in five Gypsies and Travellers surveyed said that they use the internet daily, compared to four out of five of the general population. 
• Only 38% of Gypsies and Travellers (33% if housed) had a household internet connection, compared to 86% of the general population. 
Recommendations 
• NHS England should develop partnerships with the voluntary sector and industry to support digital inclusion for people with low literacy. 
• Public health messages and digital health services should be designed to be accessible for people with low literacy. 
• Policy makers should consider the digital exclusion faced by Gypsy and Traveller communities when carrying out Equality Impact Assessments. 
• All government services which take a digital first approach should ensure that other options are available to populations experiencing digital exclusion. 
• NHS England should negotiate with mobile phone providers so the NHS website can be accessed at little or no cost for people with no internet connection.


	2020
	Millions without mail. 
Citizen's Advice, 2020
https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/Global/CitizensAdvice/Post%20and%20Telecoms/Access%20to%20Post%20report%20final%20(1).pdf


	Since 2010, 7 million people have been unable to receive their post. This problem disproportionately affects marginalised people, homeless people, survivors of domestic abuse, Gypsies and Travellers, and people living in precarious housing such as boats.
	Summary
	Missing letters causes people significant harm including missing out on health care services, benefits, housing and employment opportunities, as well as financial losses and debt. 4.7 million people have missed appointments with key services because of missed letters. 

	2020
	Hate: “As regular as rain”: A pilot research project into the psychological effects of hate crime on Gypsy, Traveller and Roma (GTR) communities. Margaret Greenfields, Carol Rogers, GATE Herts, 2020
https://gateherts.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Rain-Report-201211.pdf


	Romany Gypsies, Roma, Scottish Gypsies and Irish Travellers (although not Showmen, Boaters or New Travellers) are protected against discrimination as ethnic minority groups under the Equality Act 2010 but continue to experience widespread prejudice and discrimination.
	Original research
	This complex, multi-level study, whilst focused on experiences of hate crime, hate speech and discrimination, set out to explore the potential relationship between these elements, poor mental health and suicide within GTR communities. It found that hate crime against Gypsy, Traveller and Roma communities is described as almost a daily occurrence, ‘as regular as rain’, as one respondent stated. They face discrimination from and within education and health services, racial bullying and victimisation within school, online racial hatred, and incitement of racial hatred within the media. The research also found that Gypsies, Roma and Travellers are the number one target of online hate speech in the UK, accounting for 15% of racist or discriminatory slurs overall.





	2023
	Race hate and prejudice faced by Gypsies and Travellers in England. Abbie Kirkby, Ivy Manning, Emma Nuttall, Elvira Popenko, Friends, Families and Travellers (FFT), 2023
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Race_hate_and_prejudice_faced_by_Gypsies_and_Travellers_in_England_Briefing.pdf


	Prevalence of prejudice and race hate towards Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people.
	Briefing summary
	Key facts 
• There are an estimated 300,000 Gypsies and Travellers and 200,000 Roma in the UK. 
• Romany Gypsies, Irish Travellers, Roma, and Scottish and Welsh Gypsy Travellers are all recognised ethnic groups under the Equalities Act 2010. 
• The National Barometer of Prejudice and Discrimination found Gypsies and Travellers to be the ethnic groups that people held the highest level of prejudice towards compared with other protected characteristic groups. 
Key issues 
• Race hate towards Gypsies, Roma and Travellers is common but hate crime and incidents are under-reported, with low levels of confidence in the effectiveness of reporting race hate. 
• There are difficulties in achieving appropriate and consistent outcomes in dealing with reported race hate against Gypsies, Roma and Travellers. 
• Police forces do not consistently ethnically disaggregate and record reports, which hides the full extent of race hate against Gypsies, Roma and Travellers. 
• Media outlets and platforms fuel prejudicial views against Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people, and lack effective mechanisms for addressing and removing hate speech. 
• Elected officials normalise and legitimise racial hatred using inflammatory language. 
• Many Gypsy, Roma and Traveller children experience racist bullying at school.

	2019
	A Comparative Sociology of Gypsy Traveller Health in the UK.
Millan, M., & Smith, D. International journal of environmental research and public health 2019
https://www.mdpi.com/1660-4601/16/3/379

	This paper presents findings from a series of health-related studies undertaken between 2012 and 2017 with Romany Gypsies and Irish Travellers living in different locations and in various forms of accommodation in southern England.
	Review
	The lack of systematic comparative studies into the health of Gypsy and Traveller communities in the UK has facilitated the perpetuation of dated and inaccurate discourses among many academics, health professionals, practitioners, and policy makers charged with improving the health of those communities. 
· Loic Wacquant’s critically informed approach should be combined with institutional and quantitative analysis of macro structural determinants in conjunction with ethnographic observation. This would be a significant advance on the current state of knowledge concerning Gypsy and Traveller health and would be easier if the health authorities routinely and systematically monitored Gypsy Roma and Traveller populations. 
· National and regional level data collected by health trusts, combined with qualitative field work and rigorous geographical comparisons could tease out the general causal dynamics from those social processes that operate at the local level, and which combine to produce diverse health outcomes between different Gypsy and Traveller populations.





	2021
	The Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities and the United Kingdom.
Council of Europe, 2021
https://rm.coe.int/5th-sr-uk-en/1680a46ed7


	The Advisory Committee’s recommendations to the UK government to tackling inequalities for GRT communities. See the chapter: Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Communities.
	Guidance
	· Authorities should also pay attention to the specificities of Gypsies, Roma and Travellers as distinct groups to reconfigure statistics and effectively tailor policy making to their needs and in consultation with their representatives. 
· The authorities in England should start collecting disaggregated data on GRT and should devise policies targeting the specific needs of persons belonging to those groups. 
· Recommendation: Collect disaggregated data on GRT to help devise policies targeting the socio-economic inequalities that persons belonging to those minorities experience in England; start collecting disaggregated equality data about persons belonging to national and ethnic minorities to help adopt and implement effective minority protection and equality-promoting policies in Northern Ireland.
· The authorities in England should revert to previous legislation addressing specifically the provision of permanent and temporary sites for the Gypsies and Travellers minority and reinstate a duty on local authorities to provide these sites when the need has been identified to ensure an adequate supply; and expand good practices such as the negotiated stopping policy in Leeds.
· The Advisory Committee calls on the authorities to effectively monitor the measures adopted to guarantee equal access to, and enhance achievements of, pupils belonging to national and ethnic minorities, with particular attention to GRT children to ensure they are not left behind.
· Recommendation: Monitor effectively the measures adopted to guarantee equal access to education and to enhance the achievements of pupils belonging to national and ethnic minorities, with particular attention to GRT children across the country.
· The national curriculum programmes of study for history set the framework for the teaching of the subject in English maintained schools in terms of the broad time periods and themes to be taught. Gypsy, Roma and/or Travellers’ history can already be taught as part of schools offering a broad and balanced curriculum.
· The Advisory Committee reiterates its call on the authorities to step up efforts to reduce inequalities experienced by GRT in social and economic life, specifically implementing measures in close co-operation with those communities’ representatives to prevent discrimination in employment and housing, health inequalities and inadequate social services interventions that result in undue taking of children into foster care.
· The Advisory Committee also calls on them to further improve training of law enforcement to detect, investigate and bring to justice all hate speech and hate-motivated offences, and to monitor more closely hate crime against GRT.
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	2023
	COVID-19 vaccination decisions among Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller communities: A qualitative study moving beyond “vaccine hesitancy”.
Kühlbrandt, C., McGowan, C. R., Stuart, R., Grenfell, P., Miles, S., Renedo, A., & Marston, C. Vaccine, 2023
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X23005157

	Explores the experiences of individuals from Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller groups in England to understand how and why they decided to take up or to avoid COVID-19 vaccinations.
	Qualitative study
	A standard "vaccine hesitancy" model is of limited use in understanding vaccine uptake in these populations, where authorities and health services have been experienced as untrustworthy in the past (with little improvement during the pandemic). Providing more information may improve vaccine uptake somewhat; however, improved trustworthiness of health services for GRT communities is essential to increase vaccine coverage.

	2023
	Community-led responses to COVID-19 within Gypsy and Traveller communities in England: A participatory qualitative research study.
Renedo, A., Stuart, R., Kühlbrandt, C., Grenfell, P., McGowan, C. R., Miles, S., Farrow, S., & Marston, C. SSM. Qualitative research in health, 2023
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2667321523000641
	Co-produced participatory qualitative research with members of Gypsy and Traveller communities in England between October 2021 and February 2022 to explore how they had responded to COVID-19, its containment (test, trace, isolate) and the contextual factors affecting COVID-19 risks and responses within the communities.
	
	Qualitative study
	GRT communities organised collective actions to contain COVID-19 using free government COVID-19 tests to support self-designed protective measures including community-facilitated testing and community-led contact tracing. In future emergencies, communities must be given better material, political and technical support to help them to design and implement effective community-led solutions, particularly where government institutions are untrusted or untrustworthy.

	2020
	Identifying interventions with Gypsies, Roma and Travellers to promote immunisation uptake: methodological approach and findings. 
Dyson, L., Bedford, H., Condon, L., Emslie, C., Ireland, L., Mytton, J., Overend, K., Redsell, S., Richardson, Z., & Jackson, C. BMC public health, 2020
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-020-09614-4

	Aims to identify potential interventions to increase uptake of immunisations in six GRT communities in four UK cities; and present the list of prioritised interventions that emerged.
	Original research
	Five priority interventions were agreed across communities and Service Providers to improve the uptake of immunisation amongst GRTs who are housed or settled on an authorised site. The "upstream" nature of the five interventions reinforces the key role of GP practices, frontline workers and wider NHS systems on improving immunisation uptake. All five interventions have potentially broader applicability than GRTs. We believe that their impact would be enhanced if delivered as a combined package. The robust intervention development and co-production methods described could usefully be applied to other communities where poor uptake of immunisation is a concern.


	2021
	Improving immunization uptake rates among Gypsies, Roma and Travellers: a qualitative study of the views of service providers.
Julie Mytton. Journal of Public Health, 2021
https://academic.oup.com/jpubhealth/article/43/4/e675/5869187

	Qualitative study exploring barriers and facilitators to immunisation uptake in Travellers, we report service provider (SP) perspectives.
	Qualitative study
	39 SPs participated. Four overarching themes were identified: building trusting relationships between SPs and Travellers; facilitating attendance at appointments; improving record keeping and monitoring and responding to local and national policy change. Travellers were perceived as largely supportive of immunisations, though system and organisational processes were recognized barriers to accessing services. Development of a culturally competent system appears important to enable equity in access to immunisations for Travellers.





	2017
	Needles, Jabs and Jags: a qualitative exploration of barriers and facilitators to child and adult immunisation uptake among Gypsies, Travellers and Roma. 
Jackson, C., Bedford, H., Cheater, F. M., Condon, L., Emslie, C., Ireland, L., Kemsley, P., Kerr, S., Lewis, H. J., Mytton, J., Overend, K., Redsell, S., Richardson, Z., Shepherd, C., Smith, L., & Dyson, L. BMC public health, 2017
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-017-4178-y


	This study had two aims. 1. Investigate the views of Travellers in the UK on the barriers and facilitators to acceptability and uptake of immunisations and explore their ideas for improving immunisation uptake; 2. Examine whether and how these responses vary across and within communities, and for different vaccines (childhood and adult).
	Qualitative study
	Common accounts of barriers and facilitators were identified across all six Traveller communities, similar to those documented for the general population. All Roma communities experienced additional barriers of language and being in a new country. Men and women described similar barriers and facilitators although women spoke more of discrimination and low literacy. There was broad acceptance of childhood and adult immunisation across and within communities, with current parents perceived as more positive than their elders. A minority of English-speaking Travellers worried about multiple/combined childhood vaccines, adult flu and whooping cough and described barriers to booking and attending immunisation. Cultural concerns about antenatal vaccines and HPV vaccination were most evident in the Bristol English Gypsy/Irish Traveller community. Language, literacy, discrimination, poor school attendance, poverty and housing were identified as barriers across different communities. Trustful relationships with health professionals were important and continuity of care valued.
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	2021
	Cancer diagnosis, treatment and care: A qualitative study of the experiences and health service use of Roma, Gypsies and Travellers.
Condon, L., Curejova, J., Leeanne Morgan, D., & Fenlon, D. European journal of cancer care, 2021
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/ecc.13439

	To explore the experiences of cancer diagnosis, treatment and care among people who self-identify as Roma or Gypsies and Travellers in Wales and England, UK.
	Qualitative study
	Cancer fatalism is declining, but Roma, Gypsies and Travellers experience barriers to cancer healthcare at service user, service provider and organisational levels. Communication was problematic for all groups, and Roma participants reported lack of access to interpreters within primary care. Clear communication and trusting relationships with health professionals are highly valued and most frequently found in tertiary care.
Conclusion: This study suggests that Roma, Gypsies and Travellers are motivated to access health care for cancer diagnosis and treatment, but barriers experienced in primary care can prevent or delay access to diagnostic and treatment services. Organisational changes, plus increased cultural competence among health professionals, have the potential to reduce inequalities in early detection of cancer.





	2023
	Ethnic inequalities in age-related patterns of multiple long-term conditions in England: Analysis of primary care and nationally representative survey data.
Hayanga, B., Stafford, M., Saunders, C. L., & Bécares, L. Sociology of health & illness, 2023
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/1467-9566.13724

	Little is known about the patterning of multiple long-term conditions (MLTCs) by age, ethnicity and across conceptualisations of MLTCs. We observed ethnic inequalities from middle-age onwards. 
	Original research
	Compared to white British people, Gypsy and Irish Travellers had higher levels of MLTCs across the age groups. Gypsy and Irish Travellers aged between 25 and 74 years of age have the highest odds of having MLTCs among all ethnic groups. 

	2020
	Including the Missing Voices of Disabled People in Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Communities.
Peter Unwin, Becki Meakin, Alexandra Jones. University of Worcester, 2020
https://www.drilluk.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Missing-Voices-FINAL-report.pdf

	The main research question asked why the voices of Disabled GRT members were missing and whether there was any potential for the concerns of these communities to be heard in service and policy arenas.
	Qualitative study
	Recommendations
· Deaf and Disabled people’s Organisations (DDPOs) should work with d/Deaf and Disabled people from GRT communities by making culturally sensitive adjustments to services. Pro-active approaches, such as working with local GRT community connectors and leaders is seen as a fruitful way forward.
· GRT organisations should invest in training to extend their expertise into the fields of disability and ensure that their ‘community connectors’ are conversant with the Equality Act, 2010 and include local disability organisations in their networking.
· Shaping Our Lives Service User and Disability Network could facilitate DDPOs in reaching out to GRT communities, using the experience, relationships and trust gained during the present research project.
· National DDPOs might create a charter for d/Deaf and Disabled people from GRT communities, aiming at transforming the voices of Disabled GRT communities from ‘missing’ to ‘present and vocal’. Such a charter could attract media and political interest which could help ensure the experiences and needs of Disabled people within GRT communities are embraced alongside all others.
· Local authority social care organisations should be more proactive in their disabilities work with GRT communities, particularly about preventive mental health interventions.





	2021
	Knowledge and experience of cancer prevention and screening among Gypsies, Roma and Travellers: a participatory qualitative study.
Condon, L., Curejova, J., Morgan, D. L., Miles, G., & Fenlon, D. BMC public health, 2021
https://bmcpublichealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/s12889-021-10390-y



	While Gypsies, Roma and Travellers have poor health outcomes even in comparison with other ethnic minorities, little is known about how they view and enact primary prevention. This study takes a participatory approach to explore knowledge and experience of cancer prevention and screening in communities in Wales and South-West England.
	Qualitative study
	Women and men knew that lifestyle factors, such as healthy diet, stopping smoking, drinking less alcohol and using sun protection, contribute to cancer risk reduction. However, there was a widespread lack of confidence in the effectiveness of these measures, particularly in relation to smoking. Traditional cultural beliefs were shared by Roma and Gypsy/ Travellers but did not necessarily affect the behaviour of individuals. Most women participated in cervical and breast screening, but few Gypsy/ Traveller men would engage with bowel screening, which conflicted with community ideals of stoical masculinity. Roma participants described language barriers to screening, with confusion about timing and eligibility for UK programmes; this led some to access screening abroad. Conclusion: This study provides new knowledge about how Gypsies, Roma and Travellers keep healthy and prevent disease, giving insights into similarities and differences between ages, sexes and communities. These culturally distinct and high-need ethnic minorities have specific needs in relation to cancer prevention and screening, which merit targeted and acceptable health promotion to reduce health inequalities.
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	2023
	Guidance summary: Tackling Maternal Health Inequalities in Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Communities.
Rosie Hollinshead, Michelle Gavin, Alice Byram. Friends, Families and Travellers (FFT), 2023
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/Summary-Maternal-Health-Inequalities-Guidance.pdf

	Insights into the experiences of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities relating to maternity, and planning and provision of maternity services for these groups.
	Guidance summary
	Recommendations:
· Provide GRT inclusive training for all staff, and implement the lessons learned to normalise cultural adjustments in service provision. 
· Work collaboratively with voluntary and community organisations to bridge the gap between patients and the health service. A) View FFT’s Services Directory. B) Voluntary sector organisations providing specialist bereavement and traumatic birth support should work closely with GRT communities, ensuring they are accessible and appropriately engaging. 
· Ensure services are accessible by prioritising flexibility and accessibility for those with digital, literacy or communication barriers. A) NHS England should develop clear guidance and standards for providing accessible communications and appropriate supports to people with low or no literacy in healthcare settings. 
· Ensure your communication methods are effective. A) Verbal communication should be given preference when explaining information and notes to GRT patients, rather than written leaflets or notes. Encourage in-person meetings or telephone calls where possible, to combat digital exclusion. 
· Consider the wider determinants of health and how your services can support your community more broadly. A) For example, public health leads can work to ensure local authorities are supporting negotiated stopping for people living on roadside camps. 
· Prioritise hiring staff from within the marginalised communities you serve. A) Increasing the representation of GRT staff in health services can help build trust and ensure community needs are understood, and voices heard. 
· Tackle GRT invisibility in datasets by getting to know your local communities and their needs through an engagement and research-based approach and tailor services accordingly. A) GRT people should be included at every level of discussion, co-production and distribution of resources, services, and advocacy. B) Collect your own data or carry out analysis of other available data locally to build understanding of local population sizes.





	2024
	Perinatal health outcomes of women from Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities: A systematic review.
Winifred Ekezie, Ellen Hopwood, Barbara Czyznikowska, Sarah Weidman, Nicola Mackintosh, Ffion Curtis. Midwifery, 2024
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0266613823003133


	Review aimed to assess the maternal, perinatal and infant health outcomes of women from GRT communities and the factors associated with the reported outcomes.
	Systematic review
	Key points:
· Gypsy Roma Travellers experience high health inequalities and poorer health outcomes than the general population.
· Comparative reviews of GRT maternal and infant outcomes have not been explored across the countries where they reside.
· The findings show vulnerability of GRT mothers and infants, e.g. high low birth weight and influence of child wantedness.
· The review highlights gaps in ethnicity and adds to the growing evidence of GRT health disparities throughout Europe.
· Identified factors for improving GRT maternal and infant life can be used to support interventions beyond lifestyle issues.


	2022
	Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Children in Child Welfare Services in England.
Dan Allen, Victoria Hamnett. British Journal of Social Work, 2022
https://academic.oup.com/bjsw/article/52/7/3904/6500256


	The aim is to present a more comprehensive picture of the claims that have been made about overrepresentation of GRT children in child welfare services (CWS) in England by focussing specifically on statistical evidence available, advancing the quantitative study of this topic.
	Summary
	Analysis of evidence from the DfE show that GRT groups are overrepresented in CWS in England. Disproportionality emerges in the number of referrals that are made to CWS and continues through to the overrepresentation of GRT children in state care. Reflecting on the data, we highlight the need for Early Help services to engage ‘Travellers of Irish Heritage’ and prevent families from falling into crisis. We call for increased focus on developing effective child protection practices with ‘Gypsy/Roma’ children, as part of wider anti-racist strategies. Before specific examples of family support and child protection practice can be advanced, we highlight the urgent need to minimise the limitation of the current categorisation systems used within government datasets to enable a more theoretical explanation of the disparities that we expose.



	2018
	Experience of multiple disadvantage among Roma, Gypsy and Traveller children in England and Wales.
Tania Burchardt, Polina Obolenskaya, Polly Vizard and Mario Battaglini. Centre for Analysis of Social Exclusion, London School of Economics and Political Science, 2018
https://eprints.lse.ac.uk/103529/1/CASEpaper208.pdf

	Disadvantage in each of four dimensions - housing, household economic activity, education and health - are examined in turn before computing a multiple deprivation count.
	Summary report
	Nearly a quarter of Roma, Gypsy and Traveller children in England and Wales aged under 19 are deprived on 3 or more dimensions, compared to just two per cent of other children. And conversely, only a small minority (15%) of Roma, Gypsy and Traveller children are not deprived in any dimension, compared to the majority (67%) of all other children. Data scarcity should no longer be used as an excuse for a lack of effective policymaking: it is both desirable and feasible to exploit Census data, as a step towards tackling the data deficit, and that the results can improve the design of child poverty and Roma, Gypsy and Traveller integration policies.


	2015
	‘You likes your way, we got our own way’: Gypsies and Travellers’ views on infant feeding and health professional support.
Condon, L.J. and Salmon, D. Health Expectations, 2015
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/hex.12214

	The aim of this study was to explore mothers and grandmothers’ views on feeding in the first year of life, including the support provided by health professionals.
	Qualitative study
	Few women perceived themselves as requiring help from health professionals in infant feeding, as acceptable and accessible support was available from within their own communities. Roma mothers described a tradition of breast-feeding and appropriately timed weaning, while English Gypsies and Irish Travellers customarily practised less healthy infant feeding. When mothers requested support, health service provision was often found inadequate.
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	2023
	Experiences of suicide in Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities.
Rosie Hollinshead. Friends, Families and Travellers (FFT), 2023
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/Research_summary_experiences_of_suicide_in_Gypsy_Roma_and_Traveller_communities.pdf

	There is limited published evidence available on the prevalence of death by suicide within Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities in England.
	Summary
	In 2022, FFT released a call for evidence from members of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities who had experienced the death by suicide of a friend or loved-one. 32 survey responses were received from individuals who self-identified as Romany Gypsy (16), Irish Traveller (7), New Traveller (7), Scottish Gypsy/Traveller (1) and Travelling Showperson (1). These responses offered an intimate insight into the impact of suicide on the lives of individuals, families, and entire communities. While the data gathered constitutes a relatively small sample size, the responses paint a familiar overall picture of individuals and families navigating experiences of discrimination (both structural and interpersonal), stigma, exclusion, and a lack of support from public services, particularly in terms of mental health.





	2022
	Mental health support needs within Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller communities: a qualitative study.
Rebecca May Thompson, Bridie Victoria Stone, Philip John Tyson. Mental Health and Social Inclusion, 2022
https://pure.southwales.ac.uk/files/10078067/Support_Needs_GRT_Full_paper_in_word._Thompson_et_al..docx

	This study will explore the mental health support needs for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people within the British Isles.
	Qualitative study
	Analysis revealed three major themes and eight subthemes. These were a longing for acceptance, both within and outside the GRT community; barriers to help seeking, specifically unsuitable services, poor awareness, stigma, and distrust; and increased vulnerability due to participants’ perceived lack of prospects and adverse life events. Originality: Despite increased vulnerability, mental health services are underutilised by GRT people for a variety of cultural and practical reasons. To reduce the current inequality, it is imperative that services take steps to increase accessibility. This study expands upon previous research by utilising the voices of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller people themselves, creating a narrative built from their own emic perspectives. Unlike previous research, this study focuses exclusively on the mental health of participants and includes participants from across the British Isles. 





	2023
	Inequalities in Mental Health Care for Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller Communities, Identifying Best Practice.
Peter Unwin, Josie O’Driscoll, Claire Rice , Jackie Bolton, Allison Hulmes, Alexandra Jones. NHS Race & Health Observatory, 2023
https://www.nhsrho.org/research/identifying-best-mental-health-practice-with-gypsy-roma-and-traveller-communities/


	This report is a comprehensive review that explores a lack of mental health care provision for GRT communities; captures first hand insight; and highlights good practice examples from six effective services across England, most of them run by voluntary Gypsy, Roma and Traveller organisations. 
	Original research
	Findings show:
· Many of the Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller people in the study had experienced similar problems with their mental health, partly because they said they were often discriminated against by services, and because they found that services did not reach out to them and make them welcome. 
· Many people said that they did not understand things like going for help with mental health before things got bad. The few who had gone to their local doctor for help had only been given pills rather than any other types of help, such as counselling. The people we spoke to said that the workers they met in health and social care organisations seemed to know little or nothing about Gypsies, Roma, and Travellers and their problems. The workers agreed with these views and told us that their training courses hardly mentioned Gypsies, Roma and Travellers. 
· Men were particularly unlikely to engage with mental health services, in part because mental health issues are seen as a sign of weakness. We also found that different kinds of services – such as drop-in services – are liked by community members. Even where these services are not considered to be mental health services, they can give people a place to talk to each other and can help with mental health issues.





	2023
	Presentations of self-harm and suicide-related ideation among the Irish Traveller indigenous population to hospital emergency departments: evidence from the National Clinical Programme for self-harm.
Kavalidou, K., Daly, C., McTernan, N., & Corcoran, P. Social psychiatry and psychiatric epidemiology, 2023
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s00127-023-02439-7

	Aim: to compare the presentation-based self-harm and suicide-related ideation of Traveller to non-Traveller patients and describe any ethnic disparities in the aftercare of their presentation.
	Original research
	Results: 24,473 presentations were recorded with 3% of the presentations made by Irish Travellers. Female Traveller patients had higher risk for suicide-related ideation and for self-harm, compared to white Irish female patients. Male Traveller patients had higher risk for suicide-related ideation and higher rates for self-harm. The highest rate ratios for self-harm were observed among older Traveller patients. A higher proportion of Traveller patients requested no next of kin involvement, compared to other ethnicities.
Conclusions: Given that Irish Travellers are at higher risk of self-harm and suicide-related ideation presentations compared to other ethnic groups, emergency departments (Eds) should be viewed as an important suicide intervention point.





	2022
	A rapid review of Irish Traveller mental health and suicide: a psychosocial and anthropological perspective. 
McKey, S., Quirke, B., Fitzpatrick, P., Kelleher, C. C., & Malone, K. M. Irish journal of psychological medicine, 2022
https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/irish-journal-of-psychological-medicine/article/rapid-review-of-irish-traveller-mental-health-and-suicide-a-psychosocial-and-anthropological-perspective/D15DCA7BC128965514E1476C065756E9

	Irish Travellers constitute less than 1% of the Irish population, they account for 10% of national young adult male suicide statistics.
	Summary
	This paper draws together strands from the disciplines of psycho/ socio/ anthropological perspectives to gain deeper insights into mental health and suicide in Irish Travellers. It behoves the scientific community to explain the value of scientific research and rigour to both policymakers as well as Travellers, shifting the existing discourse towards new knowledge and understanding around mental health and suicide in Travellers. There is a Venn diagram that presents 21 themes drawn from 12 studies, offering an insight into the ‘life struggle’ which is common to minority ethnic communities (p.229).


	2022
	Tackling Suicide Inequalities in Gypsy and Traveller Communities.
Josie Garrett. Friends, Families and Travellers (FFT), 2022
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Suicide-Inequalities-agencies-report.pdf

	Tackling the key issues and barriers Gypsy and Traveller people experience in relation to suicide prevention.
	Summary
	Suggests Good Practice interventions that can be included in Suicide Prevention Planning. 
Examines and makes recommendations on: 
Social risk factors for poor mental health and high suicide incidence: 
· Wider determinants; 
· High levels of self-employment; 
· Provision of unpaid care; 
· Hate crime and discrimination; 
· Exclusion from whole-population approaches to prevention. 
Barriers to mental health services and support:
· Wrongful registration refusal and barriers to primary care;
· Inequalities on elective care waiting lists;
· Digital exclusion and accessible information;
· Stigma and trust;
· Bereavement support.


	2023
	Support guide for services working with Gypsy, Roma, Traveller communities bereaved by suicide.
Support After Suicide Partnership (SASP). National Suicide Prevention Alliance, 2023
https://nspa.org.uk/resource/support-guide-for-services-working-with-gypsy-roma-traveller-communities-bereaved-by-suicide/

	Support guide.
	Guidance
	This guide shows current services available for GRT communities. It has been developed to help services improve how they appropriately support people from the Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities who have been bereaved by suicide.
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	2023
	Health-related quality of life for people aged 65 and over.
Government of the United Kingdom (gov.uk), 2023
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/health/physical-health/health-related-quality-of-life-for-people-aged-65-and-over/latest/

	Main facts and figures from UK government.
	Statistics
	In the year ending March 2017, the average health-related quality of life score was highest in the Asian Other ethnic group, and lowest in the White Gypsy and Irish Traveller ethnic group. The White Gypsy and Irish Traveller group had the lowest score in every year except one.


	2023
	Saying it as it is: Experiences of Gypsies and Travellers caring for family members living with dementia.
Pauline Lane, Siobhan Spencer, David M. Smith, Muzelley McCready, Muzelley Roddam, Janie Codona, Shirley Barrett. Friends, Families and Travellers (FFT), 2023
https://figshare.com/ndownloader/files/41718081

	Aim: To increase the understanding of the challenges that GRT carers experience when caring for people with dementia. 

	Qualitative study
	This study focuses on those experiencing dementia in Gypsy and Traveller Families and the carers supporting people living with dementia. It also looks at the UK policy context.




	2023
	Traveller end of life care experiences and needs: thematic analysis.
Dixon KC, Conci R., Bowers B., et al. BMJ Supportive & Palliative Care, 2023
https://spcare.bmj.com/content/early/2023/07/04/spcare-2023-004284

	This study explored the end of life care experiences and needs of Travellers, along with the perspectives of healthcare professionals.
	Qualitative & mixed methods study
	Improved communication and understanding between Travelling communities and healthcare professionals is needed to relieve the multilevel tensions experienced at the end of life. At an individual level, this would enable personalised care; at a systems level, cocreation of end of life care services with Travellers would help ensure that their cultural needs are met.

	2021
	Gypsy, Traveller and Roma experiences, views and needs in palliative and end of life care: a systematic literature review and narrative synthesis. 
Dixon, K. C., Ferris, R., Kuhn, I., Spathis, A., & Barclay, S. BMJ supportive & palliative care, 2021
https://spcare.bmj.com/content/early/2022/08/21/bmjspcare-2020-002676.long

	Aim: To focus on access to palliative care in GRT communities.
	Systematic literature review and narrative synthesis
	Results Thirteen papers from eight studies were included in the synthesis. Although there was variation between communities, three overarching and inter-related themes were identified.
· Strong family and community values include a preference for healthcare to be provided from within the community, duty to demonstrate respect by attending the bedside and illness as a community problem with decision-making extending beyond the patient.
· Distinct health beliefs regarding superstitions around illness, personal care, death rituals and bereavement.
· Practical barriers to non-community healthcare provision include communication difficulties, limited awareness of and access to services, tensions between patients and healthcare professionals and lack of training in delivering culturally appropriate care.


	2018
	We look after our own: Dementia in Gypsy and Traveller communities.
Samson Rattigan and Sarah Sweeney. Friends, Families and Travellers (FFT), 2018
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/Dementia-in-Gypsy-and-Traveller-communities-1.pdf

	Aims: To explore the awareness of dementia symptoms, ways to reduce the risk of dementia, and access to care and support for dementia in the GRT community.
	
	Key findings:
· Campaigns raising awareness about risk reduction activities to prevent dementia are often not reaching Gypsy and Traveller communities.
· A significant number of Gypsies and Travellers would not attempt to access support for dementia because they feel that they would not receive culturally appropriate care.
· Most Gypsies and Travellers share a strong preference for carers from within the Gypsy and Traveller communities. 
Recommendations:
· Clinical Commissioning Groups should develop resources on dementia in partnership with Gypsy and Traveller community members, ensuring these are accessible for anyone with low literacy.
· CCGs should ensure that health practitioners working with people with dementia and their families are committed to providing culturally appropriate care and support.
· CCGs should commission services to deliver assertive outreach to Gypsy and Traveller communities who may otherwise not be linked into services.
· GPs should ensure that memory assessment questions are relevant to Gypsy and Traveller communities and do not depend on literacy to take part.
· Adult Social Services should ensure that Gypsy and Traveller people with dementia should be cared for by members of their own community.
· Adult Social Services should ensure that those with dementia should be supported to stay in the accommodation of their choice.


	2016
	Gypsies and Travellers - A different ending: Addressing inequalities in end of life care.
Care Quality Commission (CQC), 2016
https://www.cqc.org.uk/sites/default/files/20160505%20CQC_EOLC_Gypsies_FINAL_2.pdf


	The CQC spoke to members of several Gypsy and Travellers’ groups about their experiences and the barriers to good end-of-life care.
	Guide
	CQC recommendations:
· Commissioners and providers to recognise the end-of-life care needs of Gypsies and Travellers, and to take action to understand and meet the needs of Gypsies and Travellers in their local area. 
· Commissioners and providers to support early identification of Gypsies and Travellers who may be approaching the end of life, as part of improved healthcare for this group.
· Commissioners and providers of end-of-life care to ensure staff have the knowledge and skills to understand and meet the end-of-life care needs of Gypsies and Travellers.
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	2023
	Traveller caravan count: July 2023.
Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, 2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/traveller-caravan-count-july-2023

	Data from the count of Traveller caravans in England which took place in July 2023.
	Statistics
	Published 23 November 2023. In Brighton & Hove there were a total of 37 socially rented caravans on authorised sites (with planning permission).

	2023
	Traveller Site Fund 2022/23.
Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities, 2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/traveller-site-fund-202223

	Funding available to local authorities in England.
	Award
	Funding is available to local authorities in England for new and refurbished permanent and transit sites and the related site infrastructure and temporary stopping places. Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) has awarded Brighton & Hove City Council £504,848.00 for a Transit Site refurbishment project.


	2023
	Planning policy for traveller sites.
Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities and Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government, 2023
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-policy-for-traveller-sites
	This document sets out the Government’s planning policy for traveller sites.
	Policy
	The government’s overarching aim is to ensure fair and equal treatment for travellers, in a way that facilitates the traditional and nomadic way of life of travellers while respecting the interests of the settled community. To help achieve this, government’s aims in respect of traveller sites are:
· that local planning authorities should make their own assessment of need for the purposes of planning;
· to ensure that local planning authorities, working collaboratively, develop fair and effective strategies to meet need through the identification of land for sites;
· to encourage local planning authorities to plan for sites over a reasonable timescale;
· that plan-making and decision-taking should protect Green Belt from inappropriate development;
· to promote more private traveller site provision while recognising that there will always be those travellers who cannot provide their own sites;
· that plan-making and decision-taking should aim to reduce the number of unauthorised developments and encampments and make enforcement more effective;
· for local planning authorities to ensure that their Local Plan includes fair, realistic and inclusive policies;
· to increase the number of traveller sites in appropriate locations with planning permission, to address under provision and maintain an appropriate level of supply;
· to reduce tensions between settled and traveller communities in plan-making and planning decisions;
· to enable provision of suitable accommodation from which travellers can access education, health, welfare and employment infrastructure;
· for local planning authorities to have due regard to the protection of local amenity and local environment.

	2023
	Kicking the can down the road: The planning and provision of Gypsy and Traveller sites in England 1960-2023.
Simon Ruston. Friends, Families and Travellers (FFT), 2023
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Oak-Project-Report_links.pdf

	This report is concerned with the provision of Gypsy and Traveller sites through the planning system.
	Report
	Key findings: Of the 100 local planning authorities where information was available, 64% had failed to allocate sites as part of the development plan process despite 29 years of government policy and guidance that required this. There were 149 socially provided sites across the 100 local planning authorities and of these sites, 119 were built before 1994. The report identified the following good practice and recommends that a statutory duty to provide sites be introduced. Further recommendations to increase and improve site provision include: 
· That following the judgment in Lisa Smith v The Secretary of State for Levelling Up, the Planning Policy for Traveller Sites 2012 definition should be restored.
· That new detailed guidance on Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessments should be issued.
· The 5-year supply of sites figure should be set for publicly owned sites by local authorities only, as it is a poor indicator of pitches being available for occupation. Private provision should be measured against the general need figure. This measure will ensure that public provision is made.
· In locations with regional government with planning functions, oversight of Gypsy and Traveller provision should be a responsibility at the strategic level plan. 
· Local planning authorities should seek to engage with local Gypsy and Traveller communities and organisations as much as possible.
· Where there is an identified need for public sites, this should be met through direct provision rather than through site allocations. This will ensure that sites are built in a timely manner and will not be delayed by lengthy local plan processes.
· In areas constrained by Green Belt, national policy should be amended to state the need for public sites can outweigh the harm to the Green Belt, to establish very special circumstances.
· To ensure Gypsy and Traveller needs are met, Local Plans should not be found to be sound unless the public need for sites has been addressed either through allocation or direct provision, and that there are sufficient allocations to meet a significant percentage of the private need.
· National planning policy on Green Belt should be amended, to be more permissive of sites in areas which are subject to significant constraints which cause issues in the identification and provision of sites.
· All local authorities should have a 'negotiated stopping' policy, in order to meet the needs of Gypsies and Travellers passing through their area.
· That models of good practice are shared and accessed through existing networks and forums such as the National Policy Advisory Panel, to support social housing providers in improving and increasing site provision.

	2023
	Homelessness experiences of young Gypsy and Traveller people in Hackney.
Trust for London, 2023
https://tfl.ams3.cdn.digitaloceanspaces.com/media/documents/LGT_Hackney_homeless_report_21Sept23_web.pdf

	Outlines challenges faced by Gypsy and Traveller people in Hackney in attaining secure accommodation.
	Report
	Recommendations
· Provide more culturally suitable accommodation.
· Make homelessness services accessible and inclusive.
· Resource and convene regular meetings between Gypsy, Roma and Traveller residents, council officers and other relevant stakeholders to address housing concerns and develop solutions.
· Train council and housing offers on risks and challenges faced by Gypsy, Roma and Traveller residents.
· Learn from good practice such as Enfield, which has set up a company that can rent properties directly to tenants, allowing them to remain on the housing register and bid for properties despite being in the private rental sector.


	2022
	Gypsies’ and Travellers’ lived experiences, homes, England and Wales: 2022.
Office for National Statistics (ONS) 2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/housing/bulletins/gypsiesandtravellerslivedexperienceshomesenglandandwales/2022

	Qualitative research exploring the lived experiences of Gypsy and Traveller communities, relating to homes.
	Qualitative research
	Main points
· Participants' living situations varied greatly; some lived in houses or flats, some in chalets on private land with only a small number of neighbours, and others on large sites owned and managed by a local authority.
· Some participants continued to live a mostly nomadic lifestyle, stopping at transit sites or on the side of the road where they could, although living nomadically was described as increasingly difficult because of the lack of authorised stopping places, likelihood of being moved on by police, and fears of prosecution as a result of the recently introduced Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Act (2022).
· Of those who had opted to live in a permanent home, some lamented the loss of a nomadic lifestyle, while others appeared to adapt and, in some instances, preferred living in bricks and mortar.
· The accommodation needs and preferences of participants varied, however, a common priority among participants was wanting to live somewhere they felt safe, with access to basic amenities such as electricity, water and showers, and where they could live near to loved ones.
· Some appeared to live in circumstances such as this, while others described a lack of basic amenities, limited choices, a sense of being unsafe and few positive relationships with others around them, with potentially detrimental impacts on their physical and mental well-being.
· Increasing provision of permanent and transit sites, designed through consultation with communities, was described by both community members and local and central government participants as an important way to address the housing and accommodation challenges of Gypsies and Travellers.
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	2023
	School results for 10 to 11 year olds.
Government of the United Kingdom (gov.uk), 2023
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/education-skills-and-training/7-to-11-years-old/school-results-for-10-to-11-year-olds/latest/

	Academic year 2021/22
	Statistics and data
	· In the 2021 to 2022 school year, white Gypsy and Roma pupils had the lowest percentage meeting the expected standard in reading (29%) and maths (25%), reading, writing and maths combined (15%), and grammar, punctuation and spelling (23%).
· Pupils from an Irish Traveller background had the lowest percentage achieving the expected standard in writing (23%).


	2023
	Key stage 4 destination measures.
Government of the United Kingdom (gov.uk), 2023
https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/find-statistics/key-stage-4-destination-measures

	Academic year 2021/22
	Statistics and data
	· Pupils from Gypsy Roma backgrounds were least likely to sustain an education destination. 
· Pupils from Gypsy Roma and Traveller of Irish Heritage backgrounds were most likely to sustain employment destinations. These two groups are relatively small and their outcomes are volatile between years. 


	2023
	Permanent exclusions.
Department for Education (DfE), 2023
https://www.ethnicity-facts-figures.service.gov.uk/education-skills-and-training/absence-and-exclusions/permanent-exclusions/latest

	Academic year 2020/21. (Figures for the white Gypsy and Roma group and the Traveller of Irish Heritage group are based on small numbers of pupils, which means reliable generalisations are difficult to make.)
	Statistics and data
	· White Gypsy and Roma pupils had the highest permanent exclusion rates in the 2020 to 2021 school year, 0.18%, or 18 exclusions per 10,000 pupils.
· Out of all ethnic groups and types of school, the highest rates were among white Gypsy and Roma pupils in secondary schools (0.46%, or 46 exclusions per 10,000 pupils) and special schools (0.40%, or 40 exclusions per 10,000 pupils).
· The next highest rates were among mixed Irish Traveller pupils in secondary schools (0.29%, or 29 exclusions per 10,000 pupils).


	2022
	Post-16 education outcomes by ethnicity in England.
Department for Education (DfE), 2022
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/post-16-education-outcomes-by-ethnicity-in-england

	Includes attainment and participation data by ethnicity from post-16, higher and further education, and training.
	Report
	· Nearly all pupils go into employment, additional education or training following KS4, as required by law. This is true across ethnic groups, except for Gypsy, Roma and Irish Traveller pupils.
· At age 16, 94% of all pupils go directly into some form of employment, education, or training. This rate is over 90% in all ethnic groups, except for Gypsy, Roma (68%) and Irish Traveller (74%). 
· Following 16-18 study, around 4 in 5 pupils go into employment, education, or training. Gypsy, Roma (49%) and Irish Traveller (59%) pupils remain the most significant outliers.


	2023
	Education inequalities facing Gypsies, Roma and Travellers in England.
Abbie Kirkby, Emma Whitcombe, Emma Nuttall. Friends, Families and Travellers (FFT), 2023
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Education-inequalities-faced-by-Gypsies-Roma-and-Travellers-in-England-briefing.pdf

	Data and analysis on educational inequalities and the briefing offers recommendations.
	Report
	Key issues:
· Student drop-off rates are consistent through secondary education and are particularly high at key points in education, including entering secondary education, continuing to Year 11, and continuing to Years 12 and 13.
· Lack of inclusive teaching environments to acknowledge and celebrate Gypsy, Traveller and Roma cultures and histories.
· Large numbers of Gypsy, Roma and Traveller children are bullied at school.
· Digital exclusion presents barriers to learning, where there is limited access to devices or sufficient parental digital literacy to assist with home learning.
· The COVID-19 pandemic has further widened the attainment gap.
· Insufficient support and mechanisms for travelling families to access and maintain education.


	2021
	Gypsy, Roma and Traveller access to Further Education: 14-16 provision, vocational qualifications, apprenticeships and A Levels.
The Traveller Movement, 2021
https://wp-main.travellermovement.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/TTM-GRT-access-to-Further-Education_2021.pdf

	Reports on issues, structural challenges and barriers faced by GRT in accessing Further Education puts forward recommendations.
	Report
	14-16 Provision:
· Schools have limited funding for vocational qualifications.
· Higher numbers of GRT pupils drop out at the start of the examination year.
Vocational qualifications
· Reduced funding available to those aged 19-25.
· Loan scheme format can be off-putting for GRT people returning to education as an adult. 
Traineeships and apprenticeships
· GRT pursuing traineeships and apprenticeships is low.
· Progress is often prevented where GRT do not meet Maths and English requirements.
A Levels
· Little data on this.
· Low prior attainment and low teacher expectations have negative impact on the access, uptake and experiences of these pupils.


	2022
	Gypsies’ and Travellers' lived experiences, education and employment, England and Wales: 2022.
Office for National Statistics (ONS)
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/educationandchildcare/bulletins/gypsiesandtravellerslivedexperienceseducationandemploymentenglandandwales/2022

	Qualitative research exploring the lived experiences of Gypsy and Traveller communities, relating to education and employment.
	Qualitative research
	Main points
· Participants from Gypsy and Traveller communities described experiencing varying levels of education, with some never having been to school, and some having completed compulsory education and gaining college or university level qualifications.
· While some spoke of enjoying their education, others described having faced numerous challenges, including perceived discriminatory behaviour from other students and teachers.
· Participants appeared to value education and skills development, particularly for their children, which was linked to the importance placed on securing future employment.
· Experiences of perceived discrimination, inflexibility of the education system, and aspects of the curriculum that are seen as contradictory to Gypsy and Traveller values were cited as reasons for withdrawing children from mainstream education, with some being home-schooled instead.
· Community members who felt accepted by teachers and felt they were able to be open about their ethnicity described having had more positive experiences at school.
· Participants from Gypsy and Traveller communities discussed facing many barriers to accessing employment, including a lack of skills, education or formal qualifications, and perceived discrimination from employers, colleagues, and the settled community.
· Additionally, participants spoke of facing difficulties in re-skilling to adapt to non-traditional occupations, for example, because of technological advancements and the introduction of licensing requirements, such as for selling scrap metal, affecting jobs commonly done by Gypsies and Travellers.


	2022
	Roads to Success for Gypsy Roma and Traveller Youth: A peer lead research project to identify barriers and propose solutions for youth education, training and employment.
The Traveller Movement, 2022
https://travellermovement.org.uk/policy-and-publications/roads-to-success-for-gypsy-roma-and-traveller-youth

	Recommendations for multiple stakeholders across the sector.
	Report
	Recommendations:
· The DfE to drive behavioural change in schools, including monitoring, recording, and reporting race-related bullying and discrimination.
· All school staff to implement framework for an anti-racist approach specifically addressing needs of GRT communities.
· All school staff to develop strategies for engagement with GRT parents considering cultural norms and values, and structural barriers facing GRT people. 
· The Government to introduce legislation to ensure all NEET young people have access to Maths and English functional skills training. 
· Youth provision organisations to align with ONS’ best practice for ethnic monitoring.
· The UK Government to introduce local youth employment and skills boards as part of the levelling up strategy, with involvement of minority groups within the local population.
· The UK Government to address economic inclusion for GRT young people as part of its National Strategy to reduce inequalities. 
· The UK Government to consider developing explicit Youth Engagement/Youth Work strategies for minority groups. 
· The UK Government to undertake a review of the efficacy and limitations of employment assistance programmes for GRT communities.
· Organisations in the youth sector to work to establish roles for GRT mentors within their organisations. 
· GRT sector organisations to work with organisations in the youth work sector to identify GRT-specific funding opportunities. 
· The UK Government to introduce schemes for the development of self-employment skills and put self-employment training and education on a parity with training and education for employment.


	2023
	Outsider status, and racialised habitus: the experiences of Gypsy, Roma, and Traveller students in higher education.
Julia Morgan, Chelsea McDonagh & Thomas Acton. British Journal of Sociology of Education, 2023
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/01425692.2023.2167702

	Thirteen participants from GRT communities took part in the qualitative study in 2021 to explore their HE experiences.
	Qualitative study
	Although, there was some variation in the narratives of the 13 students who took part in this study, what was common was students’ experiences of racism and invisibility within university spaces. Hence there is a further need to critically explore university institutional responses, anti-racist policies, pedagogy, and curriculum including their impact on promoting racial and social class equity for GRT students to understand how the white institutional habitus of universities can constrain opportunity and reproduce inequities.


	2022
	Gypsies, Roma and Travellers: The ethnic minorities most excluded from UK education.
Laura Brassington. Higher Education Policy Institute, 2022
https://www.hepi.ac.uk/2022/07/07/gypsies-roma-and-travellers-the-ethnic-minorities-most-excluded-from-uk-education/

	Looks at the reasons behind poor educational outcomes; considers the issues faced by GRT students in higher education institutions; and provides an overview of the current schemes to improve GRT access to higher education in the UK. It concludes by making several policy recommendations.
	Report
	Main barriers in access to and continued participation in mainstream education:
· Widespread racism experienced by GRT peoples in schools and wider UK society.
· Prejudice and discrimination against GRT pupils, both by students and teachers.
· Lack of awareness of GRT cultures – for example, the need for longer absences from school after a bereavement.
· Lack of trust in the education, health, and social services due to historic and continued experiences of discrimination.
· Lack of a sustained national strategy to combat historic inequality.


	2022
	Disrupting the School to Prison Pipeline: Exploring why Gypsy, Roma and Traveller children experience the school to prison pipeline and how it can be interrupted.
The Traveller Movement, 2022
https://travellermovement.org.uk/policy-and-publications/disrupting-the-school-to-prison-pipeline-full-report-july-2022
	Analysis of GRT children facing disproportionalities in the educational system and the criminal justice system.
	Report
	Report offers recommendations. Poverty, ethnic and social inequalities, mental ill health and school exclusions can be drivers in channelling vulnerable children into the criminal justice system. Early interventions can help divert children away from these pathways before they become entrenched. Increasingly, schools are moving towards no tolerance policies which result in permanent exclusions, particularly for children from GRT backgrounds. These children are overrepresented in Young Offender Institutions.
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	2022
	Gypsies’ and Travellers' lived experiences, justice, England and Wales: 2022.
Office for National Statistics (ONS) 2022
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/bulletins/gypsiesandtravellerslivedexperiencesjusticeenglandandwales/2022

	Qualitative research exploring the lived experiences of Gypsy and Traveller communities, relating to justice.
	Qualitative research
	Main points
· Participants recurrently described a fear of authorities, feeling misunderstood and treated unfairly, which led in some cases to feeling unable to report a crime, and reluctance to seek help from the police.
· Gypsy and Traveller community member participants described themselves or others they knew having had challenging experiences with the police, and there was a sense that the police tend to presume criminality of Gypsies and Travellers, with perceived differential treatment linked to this.
· Perceived disproportionality and a sense of injustice were common in participants’ narratives of encounters with the justice system, including in the described use of force, presumption of crime and arrests, denial of bail and perceived over-representation of Gypsies and Travellers in prisons.
· Laws were also perceived as criminalising Gypsies’ and Travellers’ ways of life, exacerbating the sense of marginalisation and injustice.
· Community members were not always aware of the introduction of such laws, including the Scrap Metal Dealers Act (2013) and the Control of Horses Act (2015), meaning that people could inadvertently face being arrested for engaging in their traditional activities and occupations.
· Raising awareness, respect and involvement of Gypsies and Travellers within systems and processes affecting their lives were seen as important for improving relationships and experiences in the future.
· Examples of more positive relationships with the police included engaging with a familiar community liaison officer who listened and understood Gypsy and Traveller culture, providing flexibility in requesting people to move on, and appearing to show respect to Gypsies and Travellers.


	2020
	A Profile of prisoners in the Adult Prison Estate.
The Traveller Movement, 2020
https://travellermovement.org.uk/policy-and-publications/a-profile-of-prisoners-in-the-adult-prison-estate-2

	Due to weak ethnic monitoring across the criminal justice system, it is difficult to know the exact number of GRT in prison or on probation.
	Report
	GRT tend to have worse experiences in prisons compared to non-Travellers. They are more likely to report feeling unsafe, more likely to report having mental ill health or mental illness and are kept in isolation more frequently than non-Travellers. Data according to the 2019/2020 Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Prisons’ (HMIP) prisoner survey:
· 64% of Travellers recorded having mental health problems, compared to 46% of non-Travellers.
· 53% recorded having a disability, compared to 35% of non-Travellers.
· 66% have children under the age of 18, compared to 47% of non-Travellers.
· 37% said they had been prevented from making a complaint when they wanted to, compared to 28% of non-Travellers.
· 29% of Travellers recorded drug and alcohol problems compared to 17% of non-Travellers.
· 24% had spent one or more nights in the segregation unit in the last 6 months, compared to 9% of non-Travellers. 62% of Travellers reported feeling unsafe, compared to 47% of non-Travellers.
· 41% of Travellers had problems contacting family, compared to 29% of non-Travellers
· 60% of Travellers stated they needed support getting back in contact with family on release.


	2021
	Gypsy, Roma and Traveller Women in Prison.
The Traveller Movement, 2021
https://wp-main.travellermovement.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/GRT-Women-in-Prison-Report-2021.pdf

	Examples of good practice and recommendations to implement reform that will benefit GRT women in prison.
	Report and case study
	Recommendations:
· An increased use of Out Of Court Disposals (OOCDs) for GRT women. 
· Public Sector Equality Duty obligations made mandatory for all HM Prison and Probation (HMPPS) staff in relation to GRT women. 
· HMPPS to reach out to third-sector organisations specialising in race equality strategies. 
· Increased support for women accessing services on release and targeted educational programmes.
· Targeted support to make complaints in prison. Literacy and neurodiverse needs are barriers for GRT women who need targeted support.
· HMMPS needs to accommodate for digital exclusion and digital illiteracy in setting up video-calling to help maintain family ties whilst in custody. This should include families not located in the UK. 
· Prisons need to become trauma-informed places and those with violence against women and girls (VAWG) and accelerated capability environment (ACE) expertise should develop a better understanding of the needs of GRT women.
· Improved data collection and safeguards to protect the GRT people who disclose their ethnicity to encourage disclosure. 
· Roma ethnicity must be introduced into ethnic monitoring by Criminal Justice organisations. 
· Community sentences, such as rehabilitative programmes offered by Women’s centres should be the presumption for all women.
· If a custodial sentence must be given, rehabilitation, education and a housing needs assessment should be integrated into sentencing plans to better support GRT women on release. 
· As part of a sentencing plan, GRT women need targeted drug and alcohol rehabilitation and targeted treatment of any other addictions in a nonjudgmental and confidential environment.
· 

	2022
	A Good Practice Guide: Improving service provision for Gypsy, Roma and Traveller domestic abuse survivors.
The Traveller Movement, 2022 https://travellermovement.org.uk/policy-and-publications/a-good-practice-guide
	Outlines good practice in domestic abuse services in the UK
	Report and qualitative study
	Reports on the main barriers to engagement for GRT survivors of domestic abuses. The results are based on 176 survey responses and 18 in-depth interviews. Offers recommendations.
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	2023
	Economic and financial exclusion Gypsies and Travellers experience in England.
Abbie Kirkby, Billie Dolling, John Henry Phillips, Victoria Gilmore. Friends, Families and Travellers (FFT), 2023
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Economic-and-Financial-Exclusion-briefing.pdf



	A snapshot view and key recommendations for financial institutions and regulators, and local and national government. 
	Summary report
	The briefing examines the structural issues and barriers that inhibit some Gypsy and Traveller people from financial and economic inclusion, such as:
· Financial institutions, such as banks and insurance brokers, restricting access to goods and services to Gypsies and Travellers living in caravans or mobile homes on sites and roadside camps;
· Prejudicial views limiting access to services and employment opportunities;
· Stark health and educational inequalities experienced by Gypsies and Travellers, which reduce employment opportunities;
· Gypsies and Travellers facing difficulties when trying to access welfare benefits and some grant schemes available to the wider public;
· Increased digitisation of services creating barriers for Gypsies and Travellers with low digital literacy. 





	2022
	Fighting financial exclusion in the Gypsy and Traveller community.
Financial Times, 2022
https://www.ft.com/video/0453065a-a334-4e80-895c-fae86c3dd1fb

	20-minute video on financial exclusion facing the GRT community.
	Report
	Gypsies and Travellers in Britain are already marginalised but face further problems when it comes to obtaining home and car insurance, or even banking access. The Financial Times takes a rare inside look at the Traveller community to see how it is fighting to overcome financial exclusion and what the problem says about our financial institutions and society more generally.
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